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FILOLOGIA

Zaluzhna O.O., PhD, Associate Pofessor
Vasyl” Stus Donetsk National University, Ukraine

ADDITIONAL SEMANTIC FEATURES IN PRIVATIVE VERBS
WITH GENERAL INDICATION OF THE INSTRUMENT
(THE EVIDENCE FROM ENGLISH AND UKRAINIAN)

1. Theoretical basis of the research. Verb being the centre of the utterance
(Tesniere 2015) has always attracted the linguists’ attention, the most illustrative
evidence of which are numerous researches in the field of verbal semantics in general
(Zaluzhnaia 2013) and the development of the causative verbs theory in particular
(Nedyalkov, Silnitsky 1969; Shibatani 1976).

Privative verbs are lexical units which combine in their semantic structure
three fundamental categories of the language: causativity, possessivity and negation
(Zaluzhnaia 2013: 29), thus representing a universal linguistic category themselves.
The semantic structure of privative verbs can be schematically represented with the
following basic linguistic formula “X causes Y not to have Z”.

The issue of instrumental semantics still remains relevant in the present-day
linguistics (Rissman & Rawlins 2017). The research views the instrument as an
object (a part of the body or an artefact) which can be potentially involved in the
action expressed by the privative verb. Thus, the semantics of the units discussed in
the present paper can be represented as “X with an instrument causes Y not to have
7

The present paper concentrates on a limited scope of English and Ukrainian
privative verbs, i.e. those containing an instrumental seme in their semantic structure
without a reference to a concrete instrument, e.g. En. to scratch “to remove
something from a surface by rubbing it with something sharp”, to sever “to separate
suddenly and forcibly with a sharp instrument”; Ukr. ioxoroeamu “6’roum 10
YOMYCh, KOJIFOUH, BIJUTUISTH, BIJOMBATH IOCH Bl Yoro-HeOynp~ (to separate striking

something with something sharp), siocikamu “cuibHUM 1 MIBUAKKUM yIapOM T'OCTPOTO
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3HAPSIA BIIUIATH, BIIOKPEMITFOBATH YaCTUHY Bij 1yioro” (to separate a part from
the whole with a forcible quick strike of a sharp instrument), etc.

Cf. En. to scissor off where scissors are easily defined as the instrument of the
action and to axe where the instrument involved is evidently an axe; UKr. sionunsmu
with a saw functioning as an instrument and sz6pumu with a razor performing the
function of the instrument.

The scope of the analysed language material is 34 lexemes in English and
88 lexical units in Ukrainian.

2. Additional semantic features. Having a complex semantic structure
(i.e. combining causative, possessive, negative and instrumental semes) the units
under consideration can have even finer spesification of the action they express
through additional semantic features characterising the manner of the action.

The analysis of the language data obtained shows that English privative verbs
are characterized by five additional semantic features, whereas Ukrainian can have
four. The data obtained are visually represented in the following table.

Semantic Features of the Manner of in Privative Verbs
with General Indication of the Instrument

Languages English Ukrainian
i 0 1 0

Semantic Features Quantity o Quantity &
‘with a repetitive motion to and 13 38,2 18 20,5
fro’
‘roughly’ / “unskillfully’ 9 26,5 20 22,7
‘quickly’ 3 8,8 22 25
‘with a blow / hit’ 5 14,7 28 31,8
‘accurately’ / ‘thoroughly’ 4 11,8 — —

Total 34 100 88 100

It is noteworthy that the English corpus demonstrates a wider variety of
additional semantic features (notwithstanding a much smaller number of lexemes
forming the empirical corpus in the English language), though this difference both in
the number of additional features and that of lexemes representing the only lacuna
can be treated as quite negligible.

Another point which needs a more detailed clarification is a significant

101



~NOWOCZESNA NAUKA: TEORIA I PRAKTYKA”

discrepancy between the number of units under analysis in both target languages
(English 34 lexemes, Ukrainian — 88 lexemes). Such dramatic difference can be
explained by much more intensive derivational processes which are a characteristic
feature of the Ukrainian language. For instance, within the group of privative verbs
united by the seme ‘with a repetitive motion to and fro’ 18 units in the Ukrainian
language originate from only 2 stems wxps6amu — 11 lexemes and opsnamu —
7 lexemes; within the group of privative verbs with the common seme ‘quickly’ 13
out of 22 words originate from the verb py6amu. The empirical evidence obtained
demonstrates though that the total number of derivational stems is approximately
identical in both target languages.

On the other hand, privative verbs of the English language have a more
developed system of lexical meanings registered in the dictionary entries, e.g. the
verb to shear has 9 meanings characterised by privative semantics whereas Ukrainian
privative verbs do not possess such features. Nevertheless, the above differences can
partially be explained by the Ukrainian lexicographic tradition and peculiarities of
compiling dictionary entries which are in their majority contain definitions of wider
semantics while English dictionaries offer more detailed definitions when every
semantic feature is lexicographically singled out into a separate meaning.

3. Conclusion.

3.1. Privative verbs are semantically complex entities combining in their
semantic structure the categories of causativity, possessivity and negation, which is
also complicated not only by instrumental semantics but also by the seme expressing
the manner of the action.

3.2. The analysis of the empirical data demonstrates that basically English and
Ukrainian verbs show identical number of additional semantic features (5 in English
and 4 in Ukrainian) but for one lacuna which the Ukrainian language lacks.

3.3. Such significant discrepancy between the number of lexemes in the target
languages can be explained by much more intensive derivational processes which are
a characteristic feature of the Ukrainian language.
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FOnocoBa B.O., kx.¢110J1.H., JO1IEHT Kadeapu
YKpaiHChKOi MOBH Ta CJIaBICTUKH,

bBeposncoruii deporcasnuii neoazoziynuti yHieepcumem, Ykpaina

OCOBJIMBOCTI AJANTAIIT IHHIOMOBHUX HEBIJIMIHIOBAHUX
IMEHHUKIB 1O TPAMATUYHOI CUCTEMHU CYYACHOI
YKPAITHCBKOI MOBH

BinoMo, 1o cioBa I1HIIOMOBHOTO TMOXO/DKEHHS, MOTPAIUIAIOYM 1O MOBH-
peuunieHTa, MOIANAAA0Th MO A0 11  BHYTPIIHIX 3aKOHIB. Y Cy4acHOMY
MOBO3HABCTBl aKTyaJbHUM € MHUTAHHS TPAMATUYHOTO OCBOEHHS HEBIIMIHIOBAaHUX
IHIIOMOBHHMX IMEHHUKIB CEPEAHBOr0 POJy 3 KIHIIEBUM -0. [neThcs, 30Kpema, IMpo
MEepeBEICHHST 1X 10 KaTeropii BIAMIHIOBAaHMX IMEHHUKIB. YHOpPOJIOBK XX CT. II€
MUTaHHA OyJ0 JOCUTh JUCKYCIHHUM: SIKIIO TIEpIIl YKPAiHChKI MPaBOIMUCH
nepeadavaav BiJIMIHIOBAHICTh JNeskuX (He BCix!) IMEHHHUKIB 3 KiHIEBUM -0 (aemo,
owpo, Kino, naremo, nianwino Ta iH.) [5, ¢. 70], To 3 Il momoBurm XX CT. B yCiX
MPaBOMUCHUX BHUIAHHSIX, BKIOYHO 3 YHHHHM TIPABOMMCOM, TAKUMH 3aJTHIIAINCS
TUIbKU nanemo 1 cumpo. 3 90-x pp., KOJIM YKpaiHCbKa MOBa Halylia CTaTycy
JIEPKaBHOI, ITOCTAJI0 NMUTAHHS PO MEPErian 11 MPaBOIMUCHUX HOPM, AJKE MPOTATOM
KUIBKOX JIECATHIIITh KOHTPOJIbOBaHA PAASHCHKOIO CHCTEMOIO, BOHAa HE Maia
MOMJIMBOCTEH JUIsI CaMOCTIMHOTO PO3BUTKY. TOX 3MIHM 10 TpaBomucy Tpeba
BHOCUTH 3 ypaxyBaHHAM IicTopii (OpMYyBaHHS HOPM YyKPaiHCHKOi MOBH.

IToromxyemocs 3 aymxoro B. Himuyka, mo ¢QaxiBii MarwTh NpaBO «HaAaTH
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